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Patterson’s Post 

Welcome back everyone and welcome to our new students and staff. This will be an exciting year. The 

entire district has a new reading series, Journeys. Watch for newsletters and/or family activities to 

come home with your children. This will be great for College Hill and the entire district. The staff is 

so excited to have this excellent resource. 

There is a new drop off and pick up procedure. For safety reasons there is no parking or even a stop to 

drop off a child on the east side of the street in front of the school. This is the church side.  There are 

signs there stating this. Know that this is not to make your life difficult. I have seen too many children 

nearly hit by cars as they run across the street. We have had vehicles heading north brush into vehicles 

heading south. We have even had a car hit a bus because there wasn’t room to drive with vehicles on 

both sides of the street.  I ask that everyone please be respectful of all of our policies. They are only in 

place to keep your child and everyone else’s child safe. I love these kids too much and don’t want to 

have to watch one of them get hurt. 

Here are a few reminders to help your child have a successful school year. Breakfast begins at 8:30.  

The first bell rings at 8:50. For your child to have the best start to their day that is possible it is im-

portant to have them here by 8:50. This gives them time to organize themselves before the final bell 

rings at 9:00 and instruction begins. Students who are not in their classroom when that 9:00 bell rings 

are counted as tardy. They have to be in the classroom, not just in the building.  It is tough to catch up 

with the rest of the class when you are late.  

I welcome parents to visit school anytime. It is always fun to eat lunch and enjoy recess with your 

child. If you wish to speak to the teacher, please call and make an appointment or leave a message for 

them to call you. They are not able to conference with parents when they are teaching a classroom of 

children.  However, you may visit your child’s classroom, you’ll just have to wait to visit with the 

teacher when they are free.  

Let’s have the best year ever! As I tell the students every morning – be kind, say kind words to others, 

do kind deeds, let’s be the kindest school in Wichita. 

College Hill Elementary Vision:  Our vision is to provide a safe and loving school that is highly regarded for its aca-

demic excellence, and for its contribution in actively serving and enriching the community in which it operates. 

College Hill Elementary Mission:  The mission of College Hill Elementary School is to foster an environment of 

active, motivated learners who will have a positive impact on their community. 



PTO Meeting   

September 12 @ 5:00 

in the library 

Immunization Exclusion Day is October 18, 2018 . All children attending 
Wichita Public Schools must be in compliance with the State's current im-
munization laws and regulations. 
Please make sure your child’s immunization record is complete and/or up to 
date by October 18, 2018 . If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 

** Please do not park in the lot north of the church, Plymouth Congregational. 

** Students (who are not in latchkey) can be at school by 8:30 if they are eating breakfast. 

Those not eating breakfast should not be here until around 8:50.  

** Students cannot be signed out after 4:00. This creates a disruption in their classroom as the 

teachers are working very hard at the end of the day to finish all that was planned. 

Medication at School 
 

In order for medication to be given at school, we must adhere to the following guidelines: 
 

NON PRESCRIPTION MEDICATION (OVER THE COUNTER): This includes cough drops, Tylenol, cold 

tablets, Ibuprofen, cough syrup, skin creams and ointments, etc.  The parent’s and doctor’s signature and the 

original bottle providing current and accurate information is required. 
 

SHORT TERM PRESCRIPTION MEDICATION:  This includes medication that will be given for less than 

two weeks such as antibiotics.  The parent’s signature and bottle with a pharmacy label with current and accu-

rate information is required.  The physician’s signature is optional. 
 

LONG TERM MEDICATION:  This includes medication that will be given for more than two weeks such as 

asthma medications, seizure medication, ADHD medication, etc.  The parent’s signature and bottle or box with 

a pharmacy label with current and accurate information, and a doctor’s signature is required. 
 

The Request to Administer Medication at School forms may be obtained from the office or from the nurse.  Ask 

the pharmacist to provide 2 bottles with the prescription label:  one for home and one for school.  Medication re-

quests may be faxed to the school at 973-9610.  IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT THE 

SCHOOL NURSE BEFORE SENDING THE MEDICATION TO SCHOOL. 

Crossing the Street Safely:  Safety Patrol is out every morning and 

afternoon to get our students across the street safely.  The cross walks 

are on 1st and Clifton, the light on 1st Street and the corner of Mil-

dred and Clifton.  The only cross walk on Clifton Street is at the cor-

ner of 1st and Clifton.  Please have your student go to that corner if 

they need to cross Clifton Street.  And remember to not cross in front 

of, behind or in between the buses.  They may not be able to see your 

child.  Please help us keep your child safe. 

Don’t forget to use the  
College Hill website! 

www.usd259.org/collegehill 

Phone in Absences and Tardies 

If your child will be late or absent, 

please call the office before 9:30am. 

NO SCHOOL  - - September 3  - - Labor Day Holiday 

Please let your child know about any dismissal arrangements before 

school.  We want to keep classroom disruptions to a minimum. 



We would like to take this opportunity to introduce some new faces at College Hill  

Jenny VonFeldt - Hello. My name is Jenny VonFeldt, and I generally have the kids call me Mrs. V. I am the new 

Gifted Facilitator here at College Hill Elementary. I am a graduate of Wichita State University- Go WuShocks!! 

This is my 12th year teaching, and my 6th year as a Gifted Facilitator. I have a passion for reading and literature, 

and my favorite book truly is “Pride and Prejudice”. I managed to find my own Mr. Darcy, who I lost in 2015 after 

a nine year struggle with cancer. We have two crazy kids, who keep my life full and interesting. I love to travel and 

have visited 26 of the 50 states. I am looking forward to getting to know the students and families at College Hill.  

Phoebe Urban - Hi! My name is Phoebe Urban and I am teaching 2nd grade this year! I grew up in Wichita and 

graduated from Wichita State University with my bachelor’s in elementary education. In my spare time, I love to 

watch movies and spend time with friends, family, and my two dogs.  This is my first year being at college hill 

and I am so excited to be here!  

Amie Smith - Hello! My Name is Amie Smith.  I go by Ms. Amie.  This is my first year at College Hill Elemen-

tary.  This is my 17th year of teaching.  My 4th  year in Special Education and my 2nd year in mixed abilities. 

This a brand new program to the school this year.  

I have four children, three girls and one boy.  We enjoy camping, boating, flying, and riding 4 wheelers.  We have 

2 dogs Chloe and Roxie.  

I am a huge KU Basketball fan and Like OU Football.   

Denah Rusk - Hi!  I spent the last two years teaching preschool in a Head Start program.  Prior to that, I worked as 

a paraprofessional here at College Hill for about 9 years so returning was like coming back home.  I’m married 

and have two children who attended College Hill, that are now in high school.  I’m so excited for the opportunity 

to be back at College Hill working with all the wonderful children and staff. 

Makenzie Reichenberger - Hello!  My name is Makenzie Reichenberger and I am College Hill’s new art teach-

er.  This is my third year teaching; I previously taught art at Cloud Elementary for two years.  I love making 

things and getting to know my students!  I am married and have a little boy named Sam.  We also have another 

little boy, Oliver, due in November.  I am so excited to work at College Hill and I know it will be a great 

year!  Please feel free to contact me and visit the art room!   

Monica Moore - Hi! I’m the new School Psychologist at College Hill. I went to KSU and then Trinity University 

in San Antonio, Texas, for graduate school. I moved to Washington state and eventually made my way back to 

Wichita. I grew up in this neighborhood so it is fun to be back here working in this role. I am looking forward to 

working with the families of College Hill Elementary School! 

Lindsey Mayhew - Mrs. Mayhew is excited to start her first year of teaching at College Hill Elementary! She com-

pleted her education at Wichita State University with her B.A. in Elementary Education. Mrs. Mayhew spent most 

of her time student teaching in a 5th grade classroom so she was ecstatic to land a position in that grade level! 5th 

grade rocks! Although she was born in Wichita, she grew up in the small town of Lindsborg, KS. Go Swedes! She 

is very excited to start her teaching journey at College Hill and becoming a part of the cougar family!   

Lauren Kirk - Lauren Kirk, a Wichita native, graduated from Baylor University (B.A) and Wichita State Universi-

ty (M.A) with degrees in Speech-Language Pathology. This is her 5th year working for USD 259. She absolutely 

loves working with kids and wants to see them all find their own voice! When she’s not at school, you will find 

her playing tennis, biking, playing board games, or at the park with her husband and one-year-old daughter. She is 

SO excited to be here at College Hill! 

Tylease DePriest - My name is Tylease DePriest and this is my second year in 259 and a Speech Language 

Pathologist Assistant. I am also in my first year of graduate school at WSU, and my husband is the a coach for 

the men’s basketball team at Newman University. I have two small children, Zion and Jade.  



School Hours 

9:00-4:10 
Students are allowed in the building at 8:50. 

We all want our children to grow up to be responsible adults.  A great way to teach this responsibility is to 

start having our students be at school for the full day, every day, unless they are ill.  

 

Breakfast is served at 8:30, through Door 18. 

In order to protect instructional time in our class-

rooms, we request that you refrain from asking for 

early dismissal unless there is an emergency, or 

your child has a scheduled doctor appointment. 

 

Students will not be dismissed early after 4:00. 

We do understand that emergencies may arise, but 

that should not happen on a regular basis.  The office 

does not employ extra help to stay with students who 

are not picked up.  Please have your child picked up 
at 4:10 p.m. 


